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Either I'm in show condition or I'm pregnant!
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Do you have yours yet? |
ThestylishandexclusiveHccw & ! $ !
jute bags will be available to|ouyp ! %
at club events this summet.
To reserve yours,
contact Liz or Mo (see below). S
! L $"$
%
$ n
M $"
01 )- $ %
( 01-<=572=?7. ) <??%<
73<<5.G - $ !
.G J % % G
% % % %




+%-%
+ / A
/I N % !
$
% ' $
! " $ !
! "$ $
$ %/ L ! !
$ $ %
! / L
$ ' % H
@ << +B 1. !
$ % $"
$ %
/ @?< $ +B
1. $ % 9
%
+ @B< $ I +3 1
! %
/ @ <
A %
0 L
2
% 9
L A $
& 9 $
%



$ % /" > N "
1ol I
$
o $- ,
4 n I / *
< <%) $ "
$ $ %/
! 1% %
L " &
North Somerset Show TBA
Smallholders' Show 15th-16th May
Aberystwyth & Ceredigion County Show 12th June
Three Counties Show 18th - 20th June
Carmarthen County Show TBA

Royal Highland Show

24th-27th June

West Mid Show

26th - 27th June

Royal Welsh Show

19th - 22nd July

Cardigan County Show 28th July
Oswestry Show 7th August
Chepstow Show 14th August
Llanilar Show 14th August
Anglesey Show TBA
Lampeter Show TBA
Mid-Somerset Show 15th August

Pembrokeshire Show

17th - 19th August

Denbigh & Flint Show

TBA

Monmouth Show 26th August

Cerrig Show TBA

Usk Show 11th September
Newbury Show 18th - 19th September
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I guess we all talk to our animals; we understand them, and of course
they understand us, don't they?

In the Highland cattle world it seems that the cows are the bosses.
This doesn’t mean that they can push the bull around but they can
nearly always fool him into letting them steal his bucket, or babysitting
for hours on end. It's the cows who know what's going on. The bull is
all balls and just a tiny bit of brain. It can take him fifteen minutes to
decide to go and drink from the trough and up to half an hour to
decide to walk into the next field where the cows are grazing. In fact
we once had an old bull who would sit in a field alone for half the day
occasionally looking about him with a puzzled air as if wondering
where his wives had gone.

When we move the cattle two or three miles on the road, as few
people do these days, the bull is always in the middle of the bunch of
cows. This is partly because he is really the dominant animal and
only those lower down the pecking order go in front and behind to be
attacked first. Although dominant is not quite the right word to
describe the way his cows treat him. | am convinced that he’s in the
middle because he can’t remember the way home and doesn’t know
what's going on unless a cow tells him or he finds himself doing it.

We have a small quarry on the mountain, in the winter we graze a few
cattle up there. One day Geoff and Wynfford, the contractor from Pant
y Gwyn across the valley, were digging shale and transporting it to the
farm track to fill in all the pot holes made by the winter rains. | arrived
up there with some tea and sandwiches at midday and noticed that
the gate to the road was open and the cattle gone; no doubt heading
for town and some retail therapy. Treating Geoff and Wynfford to a
few choice oaths | dashed back to the farm to get the car; we didn't
have a quad in those days.

| caught up with the cattle about a mile down the road. It's a very
narrow road and | didn’t have the dog with me so it was impossible to
pass them and turn them. | wondered if we were just going to carry
on along the road until we ended up as part of the afternoon traffic of
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Lampeter four miles away. In a fit of panic | did the only thing | could
think of. | stopped the car, got out and said severely and loudly:

“And where do you think you're going?”

They all stopped. The bull tried to hide behind the girls, the girls
appeared to ask each other where, indeed, were they going?

“Come along, this is the way home, look sharp” | called briskly, taking
the initiative. | got back in the car and began to reverse back to the
farm. To my amazement they followed me.

We came to a T junction and
| thought I'd lost them as
they looked speculatively
down the open road; they
hesitated, they were very
tempted. But | jumped out
of the car again and yelled
urgently, “Oh do come on!”
And they did, all the way
back to and through the
gateway of the mountain.

And yet after all these years,
learning to talk to cows is
still absorbing and rather
delightful work in progress.

+ ' %

Letter to Rt Hon David Miliband MP, Secretary of &tdDepartment for
Environment, Food and Rural Affai(BEFRA), dated 16 July 2009:
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Dear Secretary of State,

My friend, who is in farming at the moment, recemtygeived a cheque for £3,000
from the Rural Paymensgency for not rearing pigs. | would now like to join the
"not rearing pigs" business.

In your opinion, what is the best kind of farm not tarqggs on, and which is the

best breed of pigs not to redn®ant to be sure | approach this endeavour in keeping
with all government policies, as dictated by the EU utftkeiCommon Agricultural
Policy.

| would prefer not to rear bacon pigs, but if this isthettype you want not rearing,
| will just as gladly notear porkers. Are there any advantages in not rearieg rar
breeds such as Saddlebacks or Gloucester Old Spots,toe@réoo many people
already not rearing these?

As | see it, thdardest part of this programme will be keeping an accueated of
how many pigs | haven't reared. Are there @oyernment or Local Authority
courses on this?

My friend is very satisfied with this business. He haen rearing pigs for forty years
or so, and the best leeer made on them was £1,422 in 1968. That is - untij/#zis
when he received a cheque for not rearing any.

If 1 get £3,000 for not rearing 50 pigs, will | get £6,d00not rearing 100? | plan to
operate on a small scaefirst, holding myself down to about 4,000 pigs raised,
which will mean about £240,000 for the first ye&s.| become more expert in not
rearing pigs, | plan to bmore ambitious, perhaps increasing to, say, 40,00hpigs
reared in my second year, for which | should expbout £2..4 million from your
department. Incidentally,Wwonder if | would be eligible to receive tradable carbon
credits for all these pigs not producingrmful and polluting methane gases?

Another point: These pigs that | plan not to rear will @at 2,000 tonnes of cereals.
| understand that you algay farmers for not growing crops. Will | qualify for
payments for not growing cereals to not feed the Ipilgm't rear?

| am also considering the "not milking cows" businesglsase send any
information you have on that too. Pleasald you also include the current Defra
advice on seaside fields? Can this be done on an e-commerce bakisisal
fields (of which | seem to have several thoushectares)?

In view of the above you will realise that | will batally unemployed, and will
therefore qualify founemployment benefits. | shall of course be voting/éar
party at the next general election.

Yours faithfully,
Nigel Johnson-Hill
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Shrops/Welsh border. 2% 1%% %99 %
4 x yearling heifers for $ $
sale (born March 09). . (0 )_7 o
Red and yellow. Yo % <5:?: <=
Good breeding and
temperament.
Contact Mike Whyte on
01948 710302 or

07940 836874.
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WATERWYNCH - Home of the Rowston Fold
Organic, pure bred stock always available.
Bloodlines include Torloisk, Killochries and The May.
Naturally reared on 250 acres at Marros Mountain,
Red Roses, Carmarthenshire. Soil Association certified.
IBR, BVD, Lepto and Johnes accredited.
Enquiries: Dai Ormond: 07831 111896

www.waterwynch.co.uk
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DIARY DATES

15th & 16th May Smallholder & Garden Fesi

Royal Welsh Showground (see page 7)

29th May

Gilden Vale Opermsdapuge 6)

19th - 22nd July Royal Welsh &hgase s)

ival
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